Management of the chronic leukemias: special considerations in the elderly patient. Part III rarer chronic myeloid leukemias.
The manifestations, diagnosis and management of the rarer chronic myeloid leukemias are reviewed, with special attention to problems that affect elderly patients. The spectrum of disorders includes atypical myeloproliferative syndrome, so-called Ph-negative CGL, chronic myelomonocytic leukemia, and leukemias characterized by chronic proliferation of neutrophil, eosinophil, or basophil leukocytes. These latter are sometimes difficult to differentiate from chronic nonleukemic proliferations of the index cells. Termination in an acute myeloid leukaemia that is usually refractory to treatment may occur in any of the above disorders but is not a constant event.